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[57] ABSTRACT 

A. tool caddy is disclosed herein for releasably retaining 
a plurality of hand tools and hand tool accessories, 
which includes a base having a plurality of resilient 
retainers mounted thereon adapted to snap-lock with 
tools or accessories. An attachment device is carried on 
the base for detachably mounting the caddy to the 
wrist, belt or tool so that the accessories are readily 
available to the user during a work procedure. The 
attachment device may take the form of a hook and pile 
fastener directly carried on the base or carried on the 
ends of a strap. A belt loop is also contemplated as an 
attachment device. 

1 Claim, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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TOOL CADDY 

This application is a continuation-in-part of applica- 
tions Ser. Nos. 07/338,763, filed Apr. 17, 1989, pending 5 
and 07/180,233, filed Apr. 11, 1988, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to tool caddies and 10 
more particularly to a novel caddy for releasably hold- 
ing a plurality of tools and/or tool accessories such as 
drill bits, sockets, extensions or the like on a base or in 
a box. which may be readily carried from place to place 
at the job site so that such tools or accessories are con- 15 
venient for use by the workman. 

2. Brief Description of the Prior Art 

In the past, it has been the conventional practice for 
a workman to carry hand tools from place to place on 
the job site in a large toolbox or on a belt carried on his 20 
waist. Such 'a box and belt are generally satisfactory for 
large hand tools such as power drills, wrenches, large 
screwdrivers or the like. However, problems and diffi- 
culties have been encountered when a workman is per- 
forming a work procedure in a difficult location such as 25 
on a roof, on scaffolding or the like where heavy tool- 
boxes cannot be carried and weighted waistbelts are a 
danger and an encumbrance. In many instances, once 
the workman is at the immediate job site in a remote 
area, it is necessary for him to change tool bit sizes, have 30 
a need for a different socket size, or he may. require a 
smaller screwdriver or other hand tool. In such an in- 
stance, the workman must now retrace his steps back to 
wherever, the heavy toolbox is located for selection of 
the proper tool or accessory. In some instances, in order 35 
to avoid such a protracted working procedure, the 
workman can take a variety of elements or accessories 
and put them in his pocket for selective use at the re- 
mote job site. In this latter instance, this may be satisfac- 
tory in getting small implements and accessories to the 40 
remote site for selection; but the workman must now 
reach into his pocket and pull out all of the accessories 
and place them on a flat surface so that he can select the 
proper tool or accessory to be used. In this instance, the 
tools or accessories are not captured so that they may 45 
easily be lost or dropped during the selection process. 

Therefore, a long standing need has existed to pro- 
vide a means for holding a variety of small hand tools 
and accessories so that the implements can be carried to 
the job site for use and to be carried in such a manner 50 
that the various implements and accessories are releas- 
ably held to a base or box so that selection is made easy 
and loss of such implements or accessories greatly re- 
duced. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 35 

Accordingly, the above problems and difficulties are 
obviated by the present invention which provides a 
novel means for releasably storing a variety of small 
hand tools , and accessories so that the workman can 60 
carry them from place to place so that the implements 
and accessories will be available for use at the immedi- 
ate job site even in remote and difficult work locations. 
In one form of the invention, the means includes a. base 
or box having a plurality of resilient snap fasteners ar- 65 
ranged in rows and columns so a to removably accept 
the small implements and accessories in a predeter- 
mined arrangement so that the tools are placed in a 



2 

particular order visually observable by the user. Attach- 
ment means for securing the base or box to the work- 
man may be by belt loop, wrist strap or hook and pile 
attachment means. In another version, the base or box 
can be attached directly to the side of an associated 
work tool such as a drill housing or the like so that the 
implements and accessories are convenient to the tool 
intended to use the accessories. 

Therefore, it is among the primary objects of the 
present invention to provide a novel tool caddy for 
storing a plurality of small hand tools and accessories in 
releasable resilient clamps so that the workman can 
carry the assemblage of implements and accessories into 
remote working locations. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a novel tool caddy permitting a workman to carry a 
variety of small hand tools and accessories from place 
to place in difficult work locations wherein the imple- 
ments and accessories are retained in a releasable clamp 
ready for use by the workman at his selection. 

Still another object of the present invention is to 
provide an inexpensive and convenient means for hold- 
ing a variety of small implements and tool accessories 
that may be readily carried on the belt of the workman, 
the wrist of the workman or on the body of a larger and 
heavier hand tool associated with the accessories. 

-Yet another object of the present invention is to pro- 
vide a simplified means for retaining a plurality of tool 
accessories in a convenient location for selection by a 
workman at a difficult work site such as in an elevated 
building, close quarters or at a substantial distance from 
a base of operations where a larger and heavier box is 
located. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The features of the present invention which are be- 
lieved to be novel are set forth with particularity in the 
appended claims. The present invention, both as to its 
organization and manner of operation, together with 
further objects and advantages thereof, may best be 
understood with reference to the following description, 
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings in 
which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a typical hand 
tool having the novel tool caddy attached to the side 
thereof in accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of another version of the 
present invention wherein the novel tool caddy may be 
carried on the wrist of the workman; 

FIG. 3 is a plan view of the tool and the tool caddy 
shown in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the inventive tool caddy 
wherein the base is a thin flexible sheet, as shown in 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 5 is a side elevarional view showing the version 
of FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is an end elevational view of the version of 
tool caddy shown in FIG. 4; 

FIG. 7 is a bottom view showing a hook fastener to 
be engaged by a pile element or an adhesive fastener; 
and 

FIG. 8 is an exploded side elevational view of the tool 
implement and a tool holder. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIG. 1, the novel tool caddy of the 
present invention is shown in the general direction of 
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arrow 10 wherein the caddy is attached to the side of a 
conventional hand drill 11. The caddy includes a flexi- 
ble base 12 having an external surface on which a plural- 
ity of spring clips, such as indicated by numeral 13, are 
exposed. The clips are used by themselves or in combi- 5 
nation to insertably attach with a variety of small hand 
tools or accessories. In the present illustration, a tool is 
indicated by numeral 14 which is held by a pair of 
spring clips. The spring clips serve as retainers and the 
tools are removably placed into the cavity of the clips 
by pushing through biased clip elements. 

The caddy base 12 is attached to the side of the drill 
11 by means of a hook and pile fastening arrangement 
collectively indicated by numeral 16. Also, it can be 
seen that the spring clip 13 comprises a pair of clip 
elements which are normally biased towards one an- i5 
other so that upon the insertion of a tool or accessory, 
the elements are spread apart and return to hold the tool 
in position. 

Although a pair of hook and pile fasteners 16 is 
shown, it is to be understood that a single hook and pile 20 
fastener can be used. The hook portion of the fastener is 
adhesively attached to the side of the drill 11 while the 
pile portion of the fastener is adhesively attached to the 
backside of the base 12. 

Referring now in detail to FIG. 2, another embodi- 25 
ment of the invention is shown wherein the base is 
releasably secured to the wrist of the workman by 
means of straps 31 and 32 which are wrapped about the 
wrist and coupled together by a hook and pile fastening 
means 33. 30 

The base is a sheet of material 30 having straps 31 and 
32 suitable for wrapping about the wrist of the user. The 
hook and pile fastener 33 is used for joining the ends of 
the strap together so that the sheet 30 is carried on the 
wrist. On the external side of the sheet 30, there is pro- 
vided a plurality of loops or spring retainers for holding 35 
a plurality of tools or accessories. Such a loop is indi- 
cated by numeral 34 while a spring retainer is indicated 
by numeral 35. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, still another version of the 
invention is illustrated which may be readily attached to 40 
a belt 36 by inserting the belt through openings 37 and 
38 in a sheet 40. The plurality of loops or spring retain- 
ers, such as spring retainer 41, are carried on the exter- 
nal surface of the sheet so that a variety of implements 
and accessories are available for use by the workman. 45 

FIGS. 4-7 inclusive illustrate the caddy having the 
base 12 with clip elements 13 shown expanded to re- 
ceive the tool 14 in broken lines (FIG. 5). In the event 
sharp edged tools are being carried, a protective insert 
or liner 42 (FIG. 6) may be installed on a clip element. 5 n 
The base is flexible and no cover or lid is necessary 
since the full view of all tools to the workman is needed. 

In view of the foregoing, it can be seen that a variety 
of implements can be placed in a convenient location for 
use by the workman. The workman can insert selected 55 
implements and accessories into the various loops and 
retainers on any one of the embodiments of the inven- 
tion and the tool caddy can then be carried on the per- 
son in an organized manner ready for use at a remote 
job site. A contoured support taking the form of a belt 
or clothing worn by the workman may support the 60 
caddy. The attachment means 16 conforms to the con- 
toured support. The cloth of the workman's pants may 
be the pile portion of the hook and pile attachment 
arrangement. 

The liner 42 may be composed of magnetic material 65 
so that a magnetic attraction is produced to draw and 
hold a metallic bit or accessory into releasable engage- 
ment with the jaws 13. Furthermore, the shank or body 



of the tool bit may be provided with spaced-apart 
grooves 43 and 43' for receiving the spring clips ro jaws 
13. This construction provides more exposed surface 
area for the clips or jaws to engage. The grooves match 
the spacing of the caddy clips or jaws. A typical spaced 
apart pair of cooperating clips is indicated by numerals 
44 and 45 in FIG. 4. The composition is plastic which 
has a self biasing condition to bring the ends of the clips 
towards each other. 

FIG. 8 illustrates the bit with grooves and shows a 
tool holder 46 having a receptacle 47 partially occupied 
with a magnetic material so that the magnetic field 
releasably holds the bit within the receptacle. 

While particular embodiments of the present inven- 
tion have been shown and described, it will be obvious 
to those skilled in the art that changes and modifications 
may be made without departing from this invention in 
its broader aspects and, therefore, the aim in the ap- 
pended claims is to cover all such changes and modifi- 
cations as fall within the true spirit and scope of this 
invention. 

What is claimed is: 

1. In a tool caddy for releasably retaining a variety of 
hand tool implements and accessories on a contoured 
support comprising the combination of: 
an elongated base sheet of flexible and bendable mate- 
rial having a top externally and visibly exposed flat 
surface; 

retaining means fixedly carried on said flexible base 
sheet flat surface in spaced-apart relationship for 
removably holding small hand tool implements and 
accessories thereon; 

said retaining means including a plurality of pronged 
clips outwardly projecting from said base sheet flat 
surface and each clip of said plurality having resil- 
ient prong elements defining a yieldable wedge 
entrance for insertably receiving said tool imple- 
ments and accessories for frictional retention on 
said base sheet flat surface; 

selected ones of said hand tool implements and acces- 
sories provided spaced-apart grooves aligned with 
aid spaced prong elements for insertably receiving 
said prong elements therein; 

selected ones of said pronged clip elements arranged 
in linear spaced-apart pairs so as to combine and 
cooperate in the retention of said tool implements 
and accessories; 

a contoured support having an exposed shaped exte- 
rior surface for releasably supporting said bendable 
base sheet and visibly exposing said tool imple- 
ments and accessories; 

pliable attachment means of a hook and pile fastener 
type carried on a reverse surface of said base flat 
sheet for detachably mounting said base sheet in- 
cluding said hand tool and accessories onto said 
contoured support and being characterized as 
bendable in cooperation with said base flat sheet so 
as to conform with said contoured support; 

selected ones of said clip prongs having insert protec- 
tive means carried on each of said pair of prong 
elements as a barrier between an inserted tool im- 
plement and said prong element; 

a selected number of pairs of prong elements are 
disposed normal to a non-selected number of prong 
elements; and 

said insert protective means being magnetic and car- 
ried on said prongs to generate magnetic flux loops 
releasably retaining said tools and accessories in 
combination with said resilient prong elements and 
said yieldable wedge. 
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